
 
 
 
 
Dear 
 
Thank you for your continued support of York Racecourse and we very much look forward to 
welcoming you back to the Knavesmire from Saturday 22 May.  Please find enclosed your County 
Stand Annual Badge, photocard and D Car Park label.   
 
It is encouraging for everyone that the hard work behind both the scientific data and the ongoing 
vaccination programme give cause for genuine optimism for the summer ahead.  As you will know, 
the Government roadmap sets out a number of outline stages over the month ahead, with the detail 
to be confirmed and clarified as we approach the various milestones. 
 
As previously advised, sadly, the Dante Festival is set to be run in the last week of the Step 2 of the 
Government’s roadmap, therefore is set to operate “behind closed doors”, except for owners.  ITV 
Racing will be broadcasting a record number of races from the Dante Festival, with the first five 
contests on each day covered by ITV4 and all seven races on Racing TV.  (A code for a 
complimentary RTV day viewing pass will be sent nearer the time to your email address.)  A digital 
racecard will be free to download from the Racecourse website and York Racecourse have linked 
up with Sally Ann Grassick’s @thoroughbredtale, which, in addition to our own social media 
platforms, will bring behind the scenes insight before and during the race week. 
 
Step 3 of the Government roadmap (currently due to be from 17 May) would allow three racedays 
at York (Saturday 22 May, Friday 11 and Saturday 12 June) to operate with a limited crowd.  
Alongside you as Annual Badgeholders would be owners, sponsors and those who kindly rolled 
over their 2020 booking, plus a restricted availability of badges.  With a limited number of 
spectators and health protocols in operation, the County Stand layout, and how these racedays 
operate, may be slightly different to a traditional York raceday - we will email you in advance of 
22 May to confirm arrangements.  The “green zone” for jockeys and essential workers (trainers and 
racing staff), in line with elite sport protocols, is likely to remain in place in the northern part of the 
Racecourse - around the weighing room, Frankel statue, pre-parade ring steppings and Moët 
Pavilion.  However, with a limited crowd for these three racedays, there should be lots of space, 
both inside and outside. 
  
The Government roadmap places the 12 York racedays from the John Smith’s Meeting comfortably 
after the given date for a nationwide move to “Step 4” (currently being 21 June), so there is an 
expectation that there should be an easing of the restrictions from that date, offering the ability to 
welcome you and other racegoers in nearer to normal numbers and circumstances.  However, we 
await confirmation and clarity from Government as to the details of Stage 4 – again, we will keep 
you posted as the summer unfolds and we will keep the Annual Badgeholders’ section of our 
website updated.  It may be that social distancing and the wearing of face coverings will continue 
for some months, but we will keep you posted as to the latest guidance. 
 
From our records, we have your postal address and often mobile phone and email - these will be 
made available to the appropriate authorities under Test and Trace legislation, if requested by them.  
It is understood that the wider situation could take a step back before 22 May so please do let me 
have your up-to-date email address, so we can make speedy contact with you.  Please confirm any 
recent changes to me at debbie.shirt@yorkracecourse.co.uk 
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As ever, further details about the racedays will be published on the website 
www.yorkracecourse.co.uk and on our social media channels. 
 
We very much look forward to seeing you over the months ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Debbie Shirt 
Annual Badgeholder Secretary 
Email:     debbie.shirt@yorkracecourse.co.uk 
Tel Dir:  01904 683936 
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